Attachment A

Sibling Decision Making Matrix
Created by: Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
Sisters and Brothers Together Project
(Grant #90 CO 0821)
NOTE: This is to be utilized in conjunction with the questions provided to guide your discussion.
Place siblings
separately. Create an
open foster/adoption
plan including ongoing
contact.

Fully describe the sibling
relationship. Q1

yes

Yes

No

No

Are safety risks manageable when the
children are placed together?
Q2

Have all of the siblings
received all available
services to reduce risk
and the interventions
have been unsuccessful?

Yes

If there are no viable placement
options for these children or if a
family not known to the children
has expressed an interest in
adopting only a portion of the
sibling group, proceed to page 8,
box A

No

Does a current caregiver want to
adopt only a portion of the sibling
group?

Yes
No

Are the benefits greater for all of the
siblings if the child(ren) is adopted by
the current caregiver?
Q3

Proceed to page 8, box A.

Yes
No

Can the family adequately meet the
needs of the child(ren), including
their need for ongoing contact with
their siblings?
Q4
Yes

No

Do all of the children want to proceed
with the adoption? Q5
Yes

Finalize adoption with current caregiver(s).
Explore all placement options with the
caregiver(s), friends, family and community
for the remaining siblings. Encourage
ongoing contact between families.

Proceed to page 8, box A

Working within the confines of
local laws, proceed with the
adoption if it is determined by
adults to be in the child(ren)’s
best interest.

Implement services needed to
reduce risk and preserve the
placement. Reassess the
sibling relationship in 6 months
(return to Q2)
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Continued…
With appropriate services is it
possible for one family to meet
the needs of the entire sibling
group?
Q4

Yes

Yes

No

Do children want to be placed
together?
Q5

Yes

Describe. If there is a
consensus that the reason is
compelling, then adoptive homes
should be recruited that will
allow/encourage the siblings to
have ongoing contact. Providing
that it is safe, the siblings should
be visiting/staying in contact at
least every other week while
permanent placements are being
identified.

Place siblings separately.
Create an open foster/adoption
plan including ongoing contact.
Siblings should remain in
contact while permanent
placements are being identified.

No

No

Is there a compelling reason
for the siblings to be placed
separately?
Box A

Working within the confines
of local laws, follow through
with the adoption plan that
adults determine to be in the
children’s best interest.

Identify the services that would
be needed and the qualities
needed in a family to parent the
sibling group. Recruit a family
to parent the entire sibling
group. Exhaust all resources
recruiting a family to parent the
entire sibling group.

Note: If a compelling reason in the children’s best interest does not exist, then they should not be
separated. The most common examples of compelling reasons include:
!"Sexual offending behavior that has not been responsible to therapeutic interventions.
!"Extreme physical aggression toward siblings that has not been responsible to therapeutic
interventions.
!"Current caregiver wants to adopt the child(ren) in their home, but not the entire sibling group.
The child(ren) in the home have a strong mutual bond with the caregiver. Services were offered
to support the caregiver in providing for all of the available siblings but the caregiver declined the
services.

