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Kern County

California Permanency for Youth Project (CPYP) Success Stories

Below are two new stories that show the success of the CPYP Project.  Here you will

Find examples of the efforts and changes that are happening each day in the lives of our foster youth.

1. C.D.


C.D. is 14 years old.  He has been in care for 1 ½ years.  His mother


 developed spinal meningitis, which, affected her mental capacity.  She 


could not provide care for C.D. and she had to be placed in a convalescent 
home.


C.D. has had minimal family contact.  At one time his adult sister requested 


placement of C.D., but she changed her mind.  C.D. had been isolated from 
extended family prior to coming into care due to his mother’s illness and drug 
use.  There are several extended family members he has never met, never knew 

existed or has no idea of their names.  We continue to seek these people out 
with minimal leads.


During his time in care, his mother’s health continued to deteriorate.  She is in 
permanent convalescent care in Los Angeles and she will never recover from her 
health problems.  C.D. does not know his father and efforts to locate him 
continue.


C.D. has had many struggles since coming into care.  He is currently in his 
second year of 8th grade, as he has a reading level of a 3rd grader.


C.D. had met a family over a year ago, who were neighbors near his foster 
home.  They developed a strong relationship with C.D. as they had children 
around his age.  The family applied for placement of C.D. when his foster home 
requested his removal.


C.D. was placed with this NREFM family, Tiffany and Jeff, and with much 
preparation and planning C.D. was able to move to Idaho with them when


Jeff had accepted a job in the hospital field.


The family has already worked with C.D. to help him develop into a well-rounded 
person.  Tiffany and Jeff are very active and participate in many outdoor activities 
with C.D.  Such activities include jogging or riding bikes every morning, sports, 
hunting and fishing.  Tiffany’s father has formed a strong bond with C.D. and for 
the first time, C.D. has a grandparent figure.  


C.D. received educational tutoring and counseling through Smothers and 
Associates prior to the family’s move to Idaho.  They are currently seeking 
services in Idaho to continue counseling for C.D.


In further, Tiffany and Jeff have expressed interest in adopting C.D.  For now, he 
is starting a new adventure with this very caring and supportive family.  Many 
doors have already been opened up to him and he is experiencing so many new 
and positive things each day.

2. T.M.


T.M. is 16 years old.  He and his two siblings have been in care since 1995.  For 
five of those years T.M. was placed in a group home.  He is a very good student, 
athlete and caring person.  In 2001, he was placed in a group home.  His foster 
parents had experienced personal problems, and voluntarily gave up their foster 
care license.


There has been no family available for T.M. or his siblings.  His maternal 
grandparents, uncles and various other family members are ill or incarcerated 
and do not have visits.  His mother moved out of town several years ago and 
contact with her has been infrequent.  It has never been determined who T.M.’s 

biological father is.  Fortunately, T.M. and his siblings have frequent contact and 
he also attends the same school as his brother.


In November 2006, his former foster parents resumed contact with him and 
began visits.  T.M. was able to spend time with them during Christmas in which 
they bought him his first puppy.


T.M. had been very anxious to move out of his group home.  After NREFM 
placement was made, he was experiencing several emotional struggles.  With 
the help of Smother’s and Associates, he has received pre-adoption counseling.  
This has helped him take every day easier and feel happy about the changes 
instead experiencing nervousness and anxiety.  In further, he has felt more at 
ease since his siblings are on their way to achieving permanency as well.


Lastly, the process has begun for T.M. to be adopted by his NREFM family.


***I have learned so many things since being a part of the CPYP Project.  It is so 
important to not give up and to keep searching.  It is important to encourage the 
youth to stay in there and not get discouraged.  It is important to share with them 
every step of the way.  Since developing a strong bond and building their trust, 
my commitment to the project is stronger every day.  I am looking forward to 
developing more “permanency champions” within our Department and continue 
to link the youth to their family and friends as quickly and efficiently as possible.  
Lastly, this project would not be successful without the commitment that is 
present from all parties involved in the CPYP Project.

